HCI Education in the Fourth Industrial Revolution

The Fourth Industrial Revolution is changing the world in how we work, love, play and learn.
These changes are rapidly spreading globally and we hear often how many jobs will be lost,
especially in Africa. New jobs will be created, but these require rapid reskilling and upskilling.
The entire education landscape is also changing rapidly with the role of universities and
degrees increasingly questioned.

The field of HCI as one of the drivers of Industry 4.0, has also undergone many changes and
an unprecedented growth rate. This growth and evolution means that the field has become
more diverse with for example many new geographies, populations, methods, techniques
and interactions. However, the fusion of cyber and physical worlds does away with distinct
entities as computers and humans interacting, requiring a paradigm shift.

Despite these changes, HCI still operates on a working definition and curriculum developed
in 1992. Although research into HCI education has been conducted since 2011 globally and
a global living curriculum had been proposed, this living curriculum still remains elusive. The
living curriculum has been workshopped at several conferences and Summer Schools, but
seems to remain in the starting blocks.

| will take the audience on a journey to view the changing HCI education landscape
especially in an African context. | will then discuss some challenges and recommendations
facing an inclusive, diverse, global and responsive HCI curriculum.
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